Updated Survey

I In February of 2009, almost exactly one year from the
2008 statewide survey, RBI completed 504 interviews
within six house districts throughout Colorado.

I These districts were paired by geographical location to
Increase statistical accuracy b one grouping from the
Western Slope, one from the Colorado Springs area,
and one from the Denver area.

I Western Slope and Colorado Springs districts were
strongly Republican and Denver districts were strongly
Democratic.

I RBI asked the same questions in this survey as in the
2008 statewide survey with numbers updated to
account for increases in the number of unsolved
homicides.



Vastly Different Opinions on Best Penalty for
Murder by District Grouping

OIf you could choose between the following two approaches, which do you think is the better
penalty for committing murder: the death penalty or life imprisonment with absolutely no
possibility of parole?0
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When Given More Information, Support for
Death Penalty Decreases in all Districts

OLet me give you a little more information. The State now spends over $4 million every ye
prosecute death penalty cases. That is $4 million more than it costs to prosecute murder (
without the death penalty. In the past thirty years, only one person has been executed. G

that, do you favor or oppose the StateOs use of the death penalty for convicted killers?
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Voters in All District Groupings Support
Spending More to Solve Cold Cases

Oln the past thirty years, there have been over 1400 murders in Colorado that are still cons

open cases, meaning no one was ever prosecuted for these killings. Would you favor or o

the State of Colorado spending an additional $4 million a year in taxpayer money to track d
and prosecute the killers in these unsolved murder cases?0
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Voters in All District Groupings Support
Redirecting Funds to Solving Cold Cases

OThe state legislature has said that because of pressing budgetary demands, there is
additional money available to fund this program. Given what you know now about the cos
the death penalty and the number of unsolved murders in Colorado, would you favor or opj
replacing the death penalty with life imprisonment with no possibility of parole, and using t

money saved to track down and prosecute the killers in unsolved murder cases?0
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Voters Oppose Cutting Law Enforcement
Budgets to Solve Cold Cases

OLetOs leave the death penalty out of this. Would you favor or oppose legislation that diredted the
state of ColoradoOs law enforcement agencies to cut $4 million per year out of their current
operating budget, and dedicate that money to track down and prosecute the killers in unsglved
murder cases?0




Conclusions

! Colorado voters, closely mirroring national results, are
evenly split between the death penalty and LWOP as
proper punishment for capital crimes.

I When made aware of the number of unsolved murder
cases, voters strongly favor dedicating state resources
to solve these crimes.

I A large majority of voters favor replacing the death
penalty with life imprisonment in order to fund solving
open-cases.

I However, voters were not in favor of cutting current
law enforcement operating budgets.

I An recent targeted survey showed that these findings
are consistent in both strongly Republican and strongly
Democratic regions of the state.



